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Dear Reconciliation Preparation Families,

The people of Ascension welcome you and your child as you prepare for the
celebration of Reconciliation this year. Reconciliation is one of the sacraments of healing
offered to baptized Catholics. This is a grace-filled time for you and for the Ascension
community. We are grateful for the opportunity to work with your family during this
time of preparation and we pledge our support.

In its celebration of the sacrament of Penance, the Church reveals itself as the
sacrament of God’s mercy in the world, but also as a sinful community, still “on the way”
to the perfection of the Kingdom. The structure of the liturgical process of conversion,
repentance, and forgiveness is important but more so is the fact that it goes on continually
within the church (Catholicism, McBrien).

Preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation is ongoing and occurs at various
age appropriate stages in the life of the child and adults in the community. The first stage
occurs during the preparation for First Eucharist. Children and parents are prepared for a
reconciliation service as part of the “Making Peace” theme in the We Celebrate the
Eucharist program.

The second stage of preparation occurs at about the age of ten. During this stage
of preparation, children prepare to receive Form Two Reconciliation. The ten year old’s
growing sense of justice and fair play provides the basis for the exploration of Christian
morality as a way of life. Emphasis is on our covenant relationship with God and
responsibility to the community. Three out-of-classroom preparation sessions are held.
Two of these sessions are attended by parents and children together. One is held for
parents only and focuses on the history of the sacrament and our current adult
understanding of Reconciliation. The children’s preparation is supported and expanded
with materials sent home to the parents and with topics covered in religion classes geared
to that age group. Topics such as the Commandments, the Beatitudes, the Sacraments
and the rite of Reconciliation itself are part of the curriculum. A Reconciliation Service
is celebrated on two weekends of March. Families may choose to attend either service.
Parents are encouraged to receive the sacrament with their children.

Stage three of the preparation is the continuing catechesis on Reconciliation
which occurs in the on-going religious education of the students. Each year their
understanding of the sacrament deepens as they are exposed to more information. Each
year their celebration and appreciation of the sacrament broadens as they have an
opportunity to participate in a Reconciliation service during the Lenten season.






