


Feast of Faith

LENT, A SEASON OF THE WORD

Each year on the First Sunday of Lent we hear
one of the Gospel accounts of the temptation of
Jesus. In Luke’s account, the devil cites the
scriptures repeatedly, urging Jesus to interpret them
in a false, self-serving way—if God sends angels to
protect those whom God loves (as it says in Psalm
91), then prove it! But Jesus resists this insidious
temptation by turning to scripture passages that tell
of right relationship with God—Iliving by God’s
word, trusting in God, and worshiping God alone.

Jesus himself listened to the inspired word of
God and let it shape and form him. Through the
liturgy, we do the same. The readings we hear at
Mass can teach us, but that is not their primary
function. Rather, the scriptures are meant to reveal
the Lord to us, to let us experience his presence,
and to form us in our Christian identity. Christ’s
presence is realized by his spoken word, “since it is
he himself who speaks when the Holy Scriptures
are read in the Church” (Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy, 7). In the readings proclaimed at Mass, we

hear the voice of Christ himself.
—Corinna Laughlin, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Readings for the Week

Monday Lv 19:1-2,11-18; Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday  Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32
Thursday Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Mt 7:7-12
Friday Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26
Saturday 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Rom 4:13,
16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk
2:41-51a
Feast Days
Thursday: St. Patrick
Friday: St. Cyril of Jerusalem
Saturday: St. Joseph

Donation Challenge

Alan Shawn Feinstein is a millionaire who
“believes we were put on this earth to help those in
need.” For the past 13 years he has been giving
away $1 million each year to anti-hunger agencies
throughout the country. He will do it again this
year, and we want St. Martin’s pantry to benefit
from this. During the months of March and April
whatever is donated to St. Martin’s Pantry over
and above what would have been donated will be
matched by Mr. Feinstein. So if you make a check
to the Pantry each month, give a little more in
March and April and say it is because of the
Feinstein Challenge. If you give food, would you
give a little more during those 2 months? The men
at St. Martin know about this challenge and will
look for increases in weight. Mr. Feinstein will
match $1 per item or pound donated above the
usual. St. Martin may benefit by a minimum of
$250.00 or a maximum of $35,000.00. If you want
to understand this more fully go to
www.feinsteinfoundation.org

Called to Be Baptized

Ian Reilly, Megan Reilly, and Lauren Haeger-
Montino were sent by Ascension Parish to the Rite
of Election last Sunday
at Holy Name
Cathedral. There
Cardinal George called
them and hundreds of
other people to receive
the sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation,
and FEucharist at the
Easter Vigil. They are
shown here with the
Book of the Elect,
which they signed at
our 9:00 a.m. Mass last week; their names were
read from this book at the Cathedral.

Please keep these three young parishioners in
your prayers throughout Lent. And plan to come to
the Easter Vigil at 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 23,
to celebrate with them as they are baptized and
confirmed, and receive Holy Communion for the
first time.
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Mass Attendance

Mass Attendance 1,511
Financial Update

Total Weekly Offering .................. $24,551.00

Weekly Need......ueevuerenensnecsneenenee $19,275.00

YTD Budget .....cccovevveievieierieienee $693,900.00

YTD Offering .....cccoevvevveveeeienne. $653,465.59

Deficit wovvveiieieeieeeeeeeee e ($40,434.41)

Ascension Parish is entirely funded by private
donations. Thank you for your kind and generous
support of all the ministries of our community.
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CAPITAL DEBT ....uueeeeecrneeeeccrannnens $190,979.64

Welcome and Congratulations to
our newly elected
School Board members:
Steven Hinton, Julie Garcia,
and Peter O’Leary.
Thanks to everyone who took

time to vote last weekend!

Come Back to Me
with All Your Heart

On Saturday, March 19, at 9:30 a.m., the
children preparing for Reconciliation and their
families will gather for a celebration of the
sacrament. These children have reached a new
level in their moral development and are using
this Lenten season to experience a change of
heart.

All parishioners are invited to come and pray
with and for these families.
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Meetings and Events
Today March 13
Youth Bake Sale After all Masses
Religious Ed Class CP/LL/PR/LI 9 & 10 am
RCIA 209 & 215 9:30 am
Parents First Pine Room 10:00 am
Extending the Word Dining Room  10:15 am
Book Signing Pine Room 2:00 pm
Monday March 14
School Board Dining Room  7:00 pm
CRHP 1II 215 7:00 pm
P&J Chapel 7:30 pm
Tuesday March 15
New Horizon Pine Room 1:30 pm
Religious Ed Class PR/DR/CP/LL  6:55 pm
Evening Prayer Church 7:00 pm
Finance Committee 215 7:30 pm
Schola Church 7:30 pm
Wednesday March 16
Extended Day Pine Room 3:00 pm
Cherubs Church 3:00 pm
Choristers Church 3:15 pm
Religious Ed Class DR/CP/LL 3:30 pm
Market Day Gym 4:15 pm
SPRED Chapel 6:45 pm
TT Tech Wk Pine Room 7:00 pm
Cong of Churches 215 7:00 pm
Choir Church 7:30 pm
Parish Council Dining Room  7:30 pm
Thursday March 17
C Focus Reh Church 4:00 pm
Holy Hour Church 6:00 pm
TT Tech Wk Pine Room 7:00 pm
Respect Life Dining Room  8:00 pm
Friday March 18
Teen Takeover PR/Gym/CH 3:00 pm
Saturday March 19
Teen Takeover PR/Gym/CH All day
Work Ministry Chapel 7:30 am
Men’s Spiritual Dining Room  7:30 am
Ist Reconciliation Church 9:30 am
Sunday March 20
Religious Ed Class CP/LLPR/LI 9 & 10 am
RCIA 209 & 215 9:30 am
Lenten Speaker Pine Room 10:00 am
Extending the Word  Dining Room  10:15 am
Blue & Gold Dinner ~ Pine Room 12:00 pm
AYM Open Gym Gym 6:00 pm
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Pray for the Sick

Marty Biau, Sarah Bowman, Michael Brady,
Kay Bracco, Lorraine Brzozowski, Josephina
Carmona, Joe Cassidy, Mary Colombo, Charles
Crowe, Rey Dominguez, Jennifer Fischer, Steve
Flanagan, Malissa Groth, Simon Gutierrez, Meri
Hale, William Hall, Bruce Hanessian, Patricia
Hanley, Ester Hitchner, Pat Koberstine, Thomas P.
Kragie, Anne Marie Kuhny, Fay Kutz, Kathleen
O’Bryan Kurrle, Annina Lementavich, Gerry &
Mary Logan, Jan Lorenzen, Rosita Malmis, Mary
Massura, Mary Ruth McGrath, Dellwyn Meewes,
Ken Morten, Frank Murphy, Emilia Ortiz, Estelle
Pargulski, Regan Pierce, Philip Rice, Joseph
Rigali, Anne Sandow, Caleb Savino, Tom Slott,
Steven Sobie, Annette Spillane, Mary Stapleton,
Elizabeth Stohl, Mary Strenski, John Sugrue,
Mikayla Sweeney, Sr. Joan Thomas, Mary
Thomas, Jesse & Sonia Vasquez, Nancy Welch
and David Wojcik

May our prayers bring them healing and peace.

Masses for the Week

Welcome!

If you are new to our church or just visiting,
please stop and introduce yourself. We are
pleased to have you share in this celebration of
the Eucharist. If you do not have a church home,
or your church is not a home to you, we invite
you to become part of our parish family. Our
church is open to anyone looking for a spiritual
home.  Parish Registration forms are at all
church entrances or you can also download a
form at www.ascensionchurch.com
(Administration/Forms/Join the Parish).

We are so glad you’re here and hope you will
come back again.

This Week
March 12/13

5:00 pm Fr. Larry McNally

Next Week
March 19/20

Fr. Jerry Bleem
Fr. Richard Woods
Fr. Larry McNally

7:30 am Fr. Jerry Bleem
9 am Fr. Ray Guiao

Fr. Jerry Bleem

Fr. Larry McNally

11 am Fr. Larry McNally
5:00 pm Fr. Larry McNally

SUNDAY — March 13

First Sunday of Lent
5:00  Gloria Harte & Daughters /
(Sat) Quirinus & Johanna Wacker
7:30  John Burns & Corinne Prindiville

9:00  Florence Hannigan / Leo Pargulski
11:00  George Grimes / Pearl Casey

5:00  Grace Kevil / Rob Watson

MONDAY - March 14
Lenten Weekday
7:45  Rosary (Monday—Friday)

8:15  Glicerio Nistal

TUESDAY - March 15
Lenten Weekday
8:15  Carmella Carrozza / Margaret Smyth

WEDNESDAY - March 16
Lenten Weekday
8:15  Kathy Wiedow / Lex B. Navarro

THURSDAY - March 17
St. Patrick, bishop
8:15  Henry Ford & Jerome O’Connor /
Margaret von Ebers

FRIDAY - March 18
St. Cyril of Jerusalem
8:15  Living: Tom & Loraine Riley /
Ned Minaghan

SATURDAY - March 19—St. Joseph
Vigil: Second Sunday of Lent
5:00  Jack Joyce / Carol Finnegan

SUNDAY - March 20
Second Sunday of Lent
7:30  For the Parish

9:00 Tom Sugrue / Leo Pargulski

11:00  Jerome, Michael & Anna Marie Gilardi /
Anne Marie Bellavia / John Clarizio

5:00 Kevin Antony Sanders
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PARISH INFORMATION

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 - 4:30 PM.
Infant Baptism: Our parish celebration of infant Baptism takes
place at 1 p.m., on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month.
A preparatory session for parents is held on the second
Saturday of the month in the Parish Center at 9:30 a.m. First-
time parents are required to attend. To register for a preparatory
session, or to schedule a baptism, please call the parish office.
Adult Initiation: Adults interested in information about
the Catholic faith or wanting to become Catholic, should
contact Vicky Tufano, ext 233.

Weddings: Please make an appointment with Fr. Larry to pick
up a wedding information packet at the Parish Office at least a
year prior to selecting a date or reception hall.

Sick Calls: If there is anyone at home who cannot attend Mass
or receive the sacraments because of illness or old age, please
contact the Parish Office or one of the Ministers of Care
Coordinators: Susie Cahill, 383-7238, Linda Dunne, 848-5574,
or Cece Masella, 383-3785.
Registration: All newcomers are welcome to the Ascension
family and are asked to pick up a census/registration envelope
at the entrance of the Church or by downloading a form from
the parish website. Parishioners who marry, have a baby, or
move to a new address should also notify the Parish Office.
Audio Devices are available for the hearing impaired. Please
see an usher or greeter before Mass.
Lost & Found Box is under the table in the church vestibule.
Parish Office: 708-848-2703

Bulletin deadline: Monday S p.m. Please deliver articles to Parish Office or email to ascensiondome@msn.com




